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and there were several doubtful votes capable of being captured and
recaptured several times over.
Considerable public interest centred round the election when it
was known that the King-maker's authority was to be challenged,
and his own passage to the throne was to be contested inch by inch.
The contest proved to be very exciting, and the issue was left in
doubt till the last moment. The election took place on 3 April 1911.
Before the time fixed for the meeting, there was an unusually large
attendance of members, and the gallery was filled with spectators.
At the appointed hour, Sir Bhalchandra Krishna, ever loyal to his
friend and leader, rose and proposed his election. He was seconded
by Ibrahim Rahimtulla, who also was by the side of Pherozeshah on
this notable occasion. When the other candidates had been duly
proposed and seconded, the voting was taken, and after an agonizing
suspense the result was declared as follows:
Sir Pherozeshah Mehta                    26 votes.
Sir Sassoon David                            25 votes.
Mr. Manmohandas Ramji                12 votes.
The announcement was wildly cheered by the crowd of people
collected in and outside the Municipal Hall. The President on as-
suming the chair thanked the Corporation for the honour they had
done him for the fourth time. He observed that when he was first
approached in the matter, he seriously considered whether it was
right and proper on his part to allow his name to be put forward.
He came to the conclusion that if the Corporation desired to honour
him, it was not an occasion when he would allow personal consi-
derations to weigh with him, and that the best course was to submit
to the judgment and wishes of his friends and colleagues. If the
Corporation and the City wished that he should be their representa-
tive on a memorable and historic occasion, his feeling was that he
would leave the matter entirely in their hands. Civic work was to
him a labour of love, and it was through feelings of deep and sincere
affection for the City that he cheerfully continued his labours. As an
explanation of the reasons which prompted the King-maker to enter
into a triangular contest for an honour, the bestowal of which had